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I. Introduction
Kinkajous (Potos flavus), also known as
honey bears, are the tropical relatives of
the North American Raccoon. These
nocturnal frugivore tree dwellers primarily
live in Central and South America. This
past winter the Willow Park Zoo in Logan,
UT had the opportunity to add a 5-yearold male Kinkajou to their list of new
exhibits. Through my experience as an
intern I had the opportunity to help the
zoo prepare and welcome the Kinkajou
into his new home.

Figure 1 – The new
Kinkajou at the
Willow Park Zoo

II. Nutrition and Health

III. Ideal Habitat

The average life span of a kinkajou is 20- 25
years with an ideal weight of 2,688g. The P.
flavus currently located at the Willow Park
Zoo is in good health. The P. flavus is a five
year old male with the perfect ideal body
mass. However, he was a pet before the zoo
obtained him and his previous owners
decided to file down his teeth so they weren't
so sharp. Because of this, the Kinkajou
developed bad dental problems and had to
undergo two root canals.
Kinkajous are primarily frugivors which means
fruit eaters. The diet should consist of 0%
meat, 21% invertebrates, 78% fruits and
vegetables. Foods we avoid while feeding are;
strawberries ( highly allergic), avocados, citrus
fruits (grapefruit, oranges).Good foods that
the Kinkajou enjoys are; fruits ( especially
papaya, grapes, banana, melons, figs,
mangos) , honey, and eggs.

Kinkajous are a tropical species and require
heated nest areas when the temperature
drops below 16° C (60° F). They should always
have access to an indoor enclosure, whether
in the house or an outbuilding, and it should
be maintained at average temperatures above
20° C (70° F). Due to the animals active times
being from dusk until dawn, we’re still
brainstorming ideas of how to provide zoo
guests with opportunities to see the kinkajou.
To keep an active lifestyle his enclosure will
contain branches, ledges, and ropes to allow
lots of exercise and playing.

Figure 3 – A Kinkajou (Mcleod)

IV. Behavior

Figure 2 – Example meal plan created for the Willow Park
Zoo
Food Item

Grams/Day

% in Diet

Seasonal Fruit

115

43.0

Premium Edge Chicken/
Rice

60

29.09

Lake Smelt
Mealworms

4.3
8

2.08
3.88

Crickets
Egg (Hard-boiled)

8
28

3.88
13.57

Apple
Banana

28
27

13.57
13.09

Kinkajous are wild animals. However, many
people attempt to obtain one while they are
young and are determined to raise them as a
pet. They are creatures of habit when it
comes to using the latrine and finding food,
but many find it difficult to train them. P.
flavus are territorial, especially when it comes
to food. They also happen to be very vocal
animals.
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